JUCIY

by Notorious B.I.G.

 
Yeah, this album is dedicated to all the teachers that told me 
 
I'd never amount to nothin', to all the people that lived above the 
 
buildings that I was hustlin' in front of that called the police on 
 
me when I was just tryin' to make some money to feed my daughters, 
5 
and all the * in the struggle, you know what I'm sayin'?

 
Uh-ha, it's all good baby bay-bee, uh

 
It was all a dream 
 
I used to read Word Up magazine 
 
Salt'n'Pepa and Heavy D up in the limousine 

10
Hangin' pictures on my wall 
 
Every Saturday Rap Attack, Mr. Magic, Marley Marl 
 
I let my tape rock 'til my tape popped
 
You never thought that hip hop would take it this far 
 
Now I'm in the limelight 'cause I rhyme tight 
15
Born sinner, the opposite of a winner 
 
I'm blowin' up like you thought I would 
 
Call the crib, same number same hood 
 
It's all good 

 
Uh, and if you don't know, now you know
20
Girls used to diss me 
 
Now they write letters 'cause they miss me 
 
I never thought it could happen, this rappin' stuff 
 
I was too used to packin' gats and stuff 
 
Now honies play me close like butter played toast 
25 
rom the Mississippi down to the east coast 
 
Condos in Queens, indo for weeks 
 
Sold out seats to hear Biggie Smalls speak 
 
Livin' life without fear 
 
Puttin' 5 karats in my baby girl's ears 
30
Lunches, brunches, interviews by the pool 
 
Considered a fool 'cause I dropped out of high school 
 
Stereotypes of a black male misunderstood 
 
And it's still all good

 
We used to fuss when the landlord dissed us 
35 
No heat, wonder why Christmas missed us 
 
Birthdays was the worst days 
 
Now we sip champagne when we thirst-ay 
 
Uh, damn right I like the life I live 
 
'Cause I went from negative to positive 
40
And it's all good…

Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I'm telling lies.
I say,
It's in the reach of my arms
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It's the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can't touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them
They say they still can't see.
I say,
It's in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I'm a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
Name:_______________________

Thoughts about the lyrics

1) Line 36 claims that “birthdays were the worst days.”  Why do you think the poet felt this way?

2) What images from the verse does the poet use to evoke images of the poverty he endured prior to achieving Hip-Hop fame?



3) What images from the verse does the poet use to evoke images of the rewards of wealth and Hip-Hop fame in the reader’s mind?

4) In lines 38 to 40 the poet boasts how he turned a negative situation into a positive one.  How can you do the same for your life?  List any negative situations you have endured and explain how you overcame them or plan to overcome them.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“I am” Lyrics/Poem Assignment

Tonight for homework, you need to find the lyrics to a song that represents who you are as an individual.  Please print the lyrics out and bring them to class.  You must also write a paragraph describing why this song symbolizes your personality.  Give at least 3 lines from the song that supports your reasoning.  

On Thursday, you will be working with these lyrics in class and will begin to create your own poem.  The poem should epitomize who you are as an individual and discuss the events in your life thus far.  Please have fun with this assignment.  It is due Monday and you will have time in class to work on it (
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